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Witness against Duke
listed as ‘high priority’
fugitive; reward offered

By Conrad deFiebre
Staff Writer

Federal authorities are turning up the
heat in the search for a man who
testified against convicted cocaine
kingpin Ralph (Plukey) Duke, then
disappeared last spring as he was to
begin a nine-year prison term for
being a courier for Duke.

Ramon Hutchinson, 23, the only
Duke codefendant still at large, is
listed as a “high priority” federal
fugitive with a reward on his head,
deputy U.S. Marshal Steven Swensen
said Friday. The amount of the re-
ward for information leading to
Hutchinson’s arrest has not been dis-
closed, but it is the only one being
offered by federal marshals in Min-
nesota.

Swensen said he is particularly inter-
ested in hearing from an anonymous
caller who has given investigators
tips about Hutchinson’s activities.
Authorities believe Hutchinson has
been involved in substantial drug
dealing in the Twin Cities.

“The information has proven good,”
Swensen said. “We know Ramon’s

still in the area.”

During three weeks in July, officers
traced more than 1,000 calls to two
telephone pagers linked to Hutchin-
son, Swensen said. Most of the calls
came from St. Paul and the southern
suburbs. Drug dealers often use pag-
ers to keep in contact with their cus-
tomers.

Hutchinson, a graduate of St. Paul
Central High School, was a Universi-
ty of Minnesota sophomore with no
criminal record when he was arrested
in May 1989 following a high-speed
chase. He pleaded guilty in Novem-
ber 1o a federal charge of possessing
cocaine with intent to distribute and
testified against Duke in December.

Free on $10,000 bail, he was given
two days to attend to family business
after his sentencing March 27. He
hasn’t been seen since.

His failure to surrender as scheduled
could add up to five years to his
prison sentence if he is recaptured.

“But it would work out to his advan-
tage if he turned himself in,”" Swen-
sen said. “Wegalso want to wamn

Ramon Hutchinson

people off from assisting him because
there are stiff penalties for that, too.”

So far, 26 people have been convict-
ed of drug crimes related to Duke’s
operations. He is serving three con-
secutive life sentences plus 40 years
.'[n da federal prison in Terre Haute,
nd.

Swenson said anyone with informa-
tion about Hutchinson should call
348-1935. “We promise strict confi-
dentiality,” he said.




